July 2004

Questionnaire on Pharmacogenomics Education in MD programs

Dear Colleague,

The advent of personalized medicine and its incorporation into the clinic will depend to a great extent on the education of pharmacogenomics (PGx) to our future physicians and health-care professionals.

Since 2001 my colleagues at Tel-Aviv University Faculty of Medicine and myself have been involved with the incorporation of pharmacogenomics education for our MD students (see: Gurwitz D, Weizman A, Rehavi M. 2003. Education: Teaching pharmacogenomics to prepare future physicians and researchers for personalized medicine. Trends Pharmacol Sci. 24:122-125). 

I write asking for your kind collaboration with a global survey on “Pharmacogenomics Education in Medical Schools”. The attached questionnaire will require only few minutes of your time, yet your input will be very helpful for improving PGx education in medical schools. Survey data will be processed statistically, and not linked to specific schools.

We hope to present the survey at the coming 3rd Annual Meeting of the International Society of Pharmacogenomics (ISP)

(September 30 - October 4, 2004 - Santorini Island, Greece):
http://biol.prospective-conf.u-nancy.fr/
We meanwhile invite you to post your comments and suggestions at our “Education for Pharmacogenomics Discussion Forum”:

http://pagesperso.laposte.net/pharmacogenomic/upload/index.php?s=191a5c8c69cbc1c8a67afd3827af9d3b&act=SF&f=2
If you are not able to complete this questionnaire, or if you feel that someone else in your faculty is more qualified to complete it, kindly forward it to your colleagues. 

Thank you for your kind collaboration in this survey.

Sincerely,

David Gurwitz

Department of Human Genetics and Molecular Medicine

Sackler Faculty of Medicine 

Tel-Aviv University 

Tel-Aviv 69978, ISRAEL

Phone & Fax: ++972-3-640-7611 

E-mail: gurwitz@post.tau.ac.il
Questionnaire on Pharmacogenomics Education in MD programs

Dear Colleague,

Please answer the following questions by checking the boxes next to the appropriate answers. Please return the completed form by e-mail (preferred) to Gurwitz@post.tau.ac.il or by fax the last two pages to: ++972-3-6407611

(Use the cursor for choosing the appropriate box, and type x)

Combined data from returned questionnaires will be presented at the upcoming 3rd Annual Meeting of the International Society of Pharmacogenomics (ISP):
http://biol.prospective-conf.u-nancy.fr/
Your replies will be helpful for making recommendations for improving PGx education on a global scale. Replies will be kept anonymous and not linked to specific schools.

For further details please see:

Frueh FW, Gurwitz D. From pharmacogenetics to personalized medicine: a vital need for educating health professionals and the community. Pharmacogenomics. 2004 Jul;5(5):571-579.  

Free access to the full text article is available until the end of July: 

http://biol.prospective-conf.u-nancy.fr/ar...0PGx%205(5).pdf
We also invite you to post your comments and suggestions at our Education for Pharmacogenomics Discussion Forum:

http://pagesperso.laposte.net/pharmacogenomic/upload/index.php?s=191a5c8c69cbc1c8a67afd3827af9d3b&act=SF&f=2
Thank you for your time and collaboration.

David Gurwitz

E-mail: gurwitz@post.tau.ac.il
Questionnaire on Pharmacogenomics Education in MD programs

1. Does your MD program include some form of PGx education as part of the pharmacology or the human genetics studies?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pharmacology  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Human Genetics 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other (describe): ___________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  MD curricula do not include PGx education (please go to question #6).

2. How many hours of lectures are given:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-2 h

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  3-4 h   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5-6 h  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  6-10 h 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  More than 10 h 
3. During which year of preclinical studies:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1st 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  2nd 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  3rd 
4. Which of the following topics/concepts are included:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  SNPs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  CYP450 genes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  CYP2D6 "poor metabolizers"

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  CYP2D6 gene duplication and "super metabolizers"

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ethnic differences in CYP450 alleles

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  P-glycoprotein (MDR-1)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Thiopurine methyltransferase (TPMT) alleles 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dihydropyrimidine dehydrogenase (DPD) 
and 5-FU pharmacokinetics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Beta-2 adrenergic receptor polymorphism and asthma drugs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Apo-E polymorphism and Alzheimer drugs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Serotonin transporter (5-HTT) promoter polymorphism and antidepressants

5. Does your PGx education for MD students include case studies?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

6. If your school does not yet offer PGx education, do you expect that it will be incorporated to the MD program:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes, during the next year

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes, within two to three years

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not in the foreseeable future

7.  What are the most often used educational tools?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Textbook(s), please specify in comments (#9)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Original literature and review articles

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Internet resources (please list URLs if available)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other 

8.  Do you offer a dedicated PGx course for PhD students?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No, but we plan to offer a PhD course

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other (please specify): ____________

9. Comments and suggestions:

10. Your name and affiliation:

